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the possession. They were formerly crowned with jewels
of immense value—but at the time of the revolution the
invading French army carried these off, and they are
replaced with false stones—formerly the remains of these
three kings, were very highly venerated, and people used
to come from an immense distance to worship before their
shrine without ever asking themselves, who these person-
ages were, or how they came here. I think among all the
absurdities of Catholicism, this is one of the most absurd—
that an obscure town in Germany should contain the re-
mains, of "the wise men of the east," who came to Jeru-
salem to worship, and who returned instantly home to
their own country by "another way"—I suppose the old
Monks say that Cologne was this "other way."—We saw
two places where Charlemagne was born, and one where
he was buried,—the latter, Aix la Chapelle, has several
remains of his time.—He held his court here, and we saw
the marble seat, on which, once covered with gold, he
was, in his imperial robes, placed in his tomb—it was
afterwards used as the coronation seat of the Emperors—
of whom the Guide told us, thirty-four had been crowned
in it.—The Town hall is a fine old building with an
immense Hall, hung with pictures of Emperors, and of
Ambassadors, who were sent to the famous councils that
have been held here—among the former is an original of
Charlemagne by Titian, who you know lived some five
or six hundred years after.—They have here celebrated
mineral waters, and I almost killed myself by taking a
bath in one of them too warm—poor Fan, and I, looked
as if we had been almost boiled, when we came out.—
Well, after quitting Cologne and Aix la Chapelle, we
went along the banks of the Rhine, a charming ride to
Coblence, and the day after one still more charming, still

